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		About Me


		
		
			I am Justin Herrera, a Minneapolis-based senior web developer looking for an opportunity to put my front-end skills to good use. I focus on JavaScript and mobile website development incorporating new technologies and animation whenever it makes sense. I pride myself on efficient, light-weight and maintainable code. Additionally I have PHP, MySQL, video and motion-graphics passions at my disposal. Learn About Me
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				I typically implement some level of accessibility, however this project required either A or AA compliance.

			

			

			
			
				I developed numerous interactions including data-communication with templating, validation and other features as needed.

			

			

			
			
				Although straight-forward, this project required custom features or styles that weren't provided by Bootstrap.

			

			

			
			
				This project's CSS was hand-coded utilizing CSS3, animations and the SMACSS pattern as improved over the years.

			

			

			
			
				This project's HTML was hand-coded with light-weight clean HTML5 and accessibility patterns as improved over the years.

			

			

			
			
				I utilized vanilla JS with jQuery and minimized use of 3rd-party-plugins to reduce page-weight.

			

			

			
			
				I wrote and managed the databases utilizing best practices over time to communicate efficiently and safely.

			

			

			
			
				I used OO PHP to manage data to and from databases while reducing duplicate code and producing more reusable code.

			

			

			
			
				I used basic PHP for light-weight pages and created an easy to use CMS for sections of the site if needed.

			

			

			
			
				A custom theme was made including integration of non-standard features with heavy use of custom fields and posts.
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							Justin is a skilled and disciplined front-end developer who is dedicated to best practices in various front-end coding processes and methodologies.

							
								— Dan Miller, VP of UX & Design
							
						

					
	
						
							Justin always looked to make things *better* - whether that meant learning new skills or offering up creative solutions to clients.

							
								— Doug Yoder, Solution Architect
							
						

					
	
						
							I always knew that my designs were in capable hands once Justin began the cutup process.

							
								— Brooke Doring, Senior UX Designer
							
						

					
	
						
							He is truly seen as the expert in his role and is well respected for what he brings to projects.

							
								— Tara Linsmayer, Director of DA
							
						

					
	
						
							Justin Herrera is easily the coolest person I have ever met.

							
								— Justin Herrera, Senior Web Developer
							
						

					


			


			
			
				

			

			
		

		

		
		
			Ambition

			
			
				As a senior web developer I believe it is important to use the right-tool for the right job. I strive to deliver the best website possible and advise on UX, design and performance problems in all stages of a project. I enjoy working on projects that stretch and combine my skills along with solving unique challenges


				Particularly I enjoy interactive apps and designs that have unique flavor; something that makes them stand out in terms of design and/or functionality. Although I have the ability to create interactions without relying on plugins I understand my limits; I'm willing to adopt new skills to further the project as well as myself.

			

			
		

		

		
		
			Skills

			
			
				My skills include, but are not limited to: HTML5, CSS3, JavaScript, AJAX, UX, accessibility, PHP, MySQL, video-editing and motion graphics.

			

			
		

		

		
		
			Personality

			
			
				I am a nerd and kid at heart with primarily a dry sense of humor; however I enjoy most types of humor. I love technology, science and am toying with the idea of getting an astrophysics degree for the 'fun' of it. I enjoy a variety of indoor and outdoor things. Below I've listed some of those things but it only paints a small picture.


				Interests

					Activities: Basketball, paintball, football and kickball.
	Video and board games including: Soulsborne, Final Fantasy, Zelda, Super Smash Brothers and much more!
	Movies and shows including: Batman, Marvel, Disney, John Wick, LotR, BttF, The Office, Home Improvement, TMNT, Scott Pilgrim, National Lampoon's, cartoons and anime.
	Music: Metallica, Disturbed, Korn, Immediate Music and orchestra/video game OSTs to name a few.


			

			
		

		

		
		
			History

			
			
				I was born and raised in Wisconsin Rapids, WI, but left to attend the Art Institutes in Minneapolis. I graduated with a B.S. in Web Design and Interactive Media. I have worked at several agencies and worked a few contracts through my decade-long career.
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		Overview

		Over 15 years of web development experience focusing on customizable, maintainable and performant front and back-end web apps and websites. I've worked with various-sized teams in both agency and corporate environments. 

	

	
	
	
	
		Employment


		
		
			
				Indigo Slate
				 - 
				
					Senior UI Developer 
					03/2022–08/2022
				
			


				Animated graphics and interactions with CSS / JS to improve the look and feel of websites.
	Utilized Vue 2 & 3 in new and continuously integrated applications.
	Started and participated in team discussions focused on standards and process.


		

		

		
		
			
				Verndale
				 - 
				
					Senior Frontend Engineer 
					09/2021–01/2022
				
			


				Created both custom and library-based modules utilizing React and TypeScript.
	Ensured complex features were cross-browser and mobile friendly.


		

		
		
		
		
			
				Contractor / Freelance
				 - 
				
					Senior Web Developer
					04/2019–08/2021
				
			

				Supported continued development of front-end frameworks using valid HTML5 and CSS3.


		

		

		
		
			
				Aware Web
				 - 
				
					Senior Web Developer 
					10/2013–03/2019
				
			


				Implemented a FED process that covered design, development, hand-off and project management patterns.
	Developed a multitude of highly customize-able plugins used on multiple projects.
	Consistently produced well-documented, efficient and light-weight code to internal and external teams.
	Participated in user experience discussions on how to best guide user interactions.
	Maintained, nurtured and matured client relationships that spanned multiple years and projects.
	Helped coordinate team members across projects to improve project efficiency.
	Mentored, taught and helped team members on web standards, best practices and implementation problems.
	Managed multiple clients and projects while maintaining varying timelines.


		

		

		
		
			
				Capella University
				 - 
				
					Web Developer
					09/2012–04/2013
				
			


				Maintained JSP portlets utilizing JavaScript and jQuery best practices.
	Created features using dynamic data and optimized performance for high-traffic site.
	Coordinated with team on progress to address and prioritize road blocks or potential problems.


		

		

		
		
			
				Azul 7
				 - 
				
					Web Developer
					04/2011–08/2012
				
			


				Developed custom themes and features for WordPress sites.
	Built a design presentation tool to ease communications between team and client.
	Supported outside developers with optimized interfaces to implement in .NET.


		

		
		
		
		
			
				Salt Creative 
				 - 
				
					Interactive Developer
					03/2009–03/2011
				
			


				Decreased site-load times and optimized search engine scores on multiple websites.
	Worked effectively and expressed ideas with team to provide high quality client service.


		

		
	

	
	
		
	
		Proficiencies


		
				HTML5 / CSS3 / SASS
	JavaScript / jQuery


				AJAX / JSON / XML
	PHP / MySQL / OOP


				Responsive / SEO
	UX / Accessibility


				Adobe CC / Figma
	Vue / React / NPM


		

	

	

	
	
		Education & Achievements


		
			The Art Institutes International Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN
Bachelor of Science Degree in Web Design & Interactive Media
Best of Show Web Design & Interactive Media, Honors and Dean’s List Recipient


			
				10/2005–12/2008
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